
500 Obituary. 

be, in all probability, most closely associated in future. He 
thoroughly endorsed Faraday's rejection of the theory of elec­
trical action at a distance, and sought, with him, to explain all 
electrical and magnetic phenomena as the results of local strains 
and motions in a medium whose contiguous parts only act on one 
another by pressure and tension. Though many of Maxwell's 
results are contained in his great Treatise on Electricity and 
Magnetism, the student will not willingly pass over his papers on 
Molecular Vortices, in vols, xxi and xxiii of the Philosophical 
Magazine, or his Dynamical Theory of the Electromagnetic Field, 
in the Proceedings of the Royal Society in 1864. Such luminous 
imagination together with originality of conception is shown in 
these speculations that the reader feels Professor Maxwell's genius 
no less in his own inability to follow them out to their conclusion 
than in his certainty that the guide we have lost could have knit 
them together into a magnificent induction if only the full term 
of life had been allotted to him. 

This is the regret that the world of science at large feels. 
Those only whose privilege it was to study under Professor Max­
well's direction can rightly estimate that genial kindness and 
sympathy which, no less than his genuine enthusiasm, so inspirited 
them that they know not whether they labored more from love 
for their science or from regard for their master.—Athenaeum, 
Nov. 15. 
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ART. LIX.—Notice of New Jurassic Reptiles; by Professor AM^S> 
0. 0. MARSH. With Plate III. ' . , 

NUMEROUS remains of Eeptiles from the Jurassic deposits \l&{. %{ 
of the Eocky Mountains have recently been received at the 
Yale Museum, and some of the more interesting Dinosaurs are 
here briefly described. These pertain to several distinct groups, 
and throw considerable light on the forms already described 
from the same horizon.* 

Camptonotus dispar, gen. et sp. nov. Jt 
The present genus is most nearly allied to -Laosaurus, but 

differs in several points. The cervical vertebrae areall opis-
thocoelous, while those known in Laosaurus are nearly plane. 
The pubis, moreover, is broad and thin in front of the acetab­
ulum, and directed well forward. It has a deep, well marked 
articular face for the support of the femur. The ischium is 
expanded at its distal end, and has an extensive surface for 
union with its fellow. The femur is longer than the tibia. 
' This genus agrees with Laosaurus in one important character, 

namely, the sacral vertebrae are not coossified. That this is not 
merely a character of immaturity is shown by some of the 
other vertebras in the type specimen, which have their neural 
arches so completely united to the centra that the suture is 
nearly or quite obliterated. To this character of the sacral ver­
tebras, the name of the present genus refers. With Laosaurus, 
this genus forms a distinct family, which may be called 
Laosauridai. 

The teeth in Camptonotus resemble those of Laosaurus, and 
are in a single row in close-set sockets. The rami of the lower 
jaws were united in front only by cartilage. There are nine cer­
vical vertebrae, all of which bear short ribs, as in the Crocodiles. 
The dorsal vertebrae have their articular faces nearly plane. 
The sacral vertebras in all the known specimens are separate, 
and their transverse processes are each supported by two centra. 
(Plate III, figure 3). The chevrons have their articular faces 
joined together. 

The fore limb is much reduced in size. There are five 
digits in the manus, supported by nine carpal bones, three of 
which are united in one on the radial side. The number of 
phalanges, beginning with the first digit, was 2, 3, 3, 3, 2. The 

* This Journal, vol. xvi, p. 411; and vol. xvii, pp. 85 and 181. 


